COVID-19
Safety on
Campus
Guidelines for
Students

PRIMARY PURPOSE
William Woods University (WWU) policies and protocols are designed to protect the safety of our students, faculty
and staff and the public with whom we interact. All decisions are made with students’ health and wellbeing in
mind along with the goal of providing an engaging and thriving campus experience. Vaccination remains the most
effective approach to limit transmission of COVID-19, thus we highly recommend the COVID-19 vaccine for our
campus community. Campus policies pertaining to COVID-19 are subject to change with the introduction
of additional public health guidance from local, state, and federal authorities. Any policy updates will be
communicated immediately to the campus community.

EXPECTATIONS
All students are expected to comply with the guidelines outlined in this document as they would the Community
Code, the Student Handbook and all other WWU policies. Following these guidelines will help limit the spread of
COVID-19 and provide for a more engaging campus experience. While these guidelines apply specifically to the
main campus student, it is recommended that all students, faculty, and staff in WWU designated locations follow
University, local, state, and federal guidance.

SYMPTOM MONITORING REQUIREMENTS
Students should conduct symptom monitoring daily, including monitoring for a fever by taking a body temperature
reading. Students must be free of symptoms potentially related to COVID-19 or any contagious illness to attend
class and participate in campus activities. Students exhibiting symptoms should contact Health Services or their
health care provider for further screening and advice. Students should not attend classes or activities until they have
followed up with a health care provider and are fever free for at least 24 hours without the use of fever reducing
medication.
If students are experiencing any of the CDC Symptoms of Coronavirus or develop symptoms, to protect both you
and the WWU community, reach out to your health care provider and our Health Services at health.services@
williamwoods.edu or 573-592-4222 (between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.). Personal use, digital thermometers may be
purchased at Health Services for $10.00.
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PREVENTION GUIDELINES
Students should be familiar with and follow current COVID-19 prevention strategies, as outlined here by the CDC:
How to Protect Yourself & Others. Vaccines and social distancing when possible are the leading prevention strategies
to protect individuals from COVID-19. Information about vaccines is available through campus Health Services as
well as the State of Missouri.
WWU students are encouraged to complete the Vaccination Declaration form on OwlNet. Students who do not
complete the Vaccination Declaration Form in OwlNet are presumed not vaccinated until they complete the form.
General public health considerations such as hand washing and cleaning/disinfecting should continue regardless of
vaccination status. The University will maintain a traditional cleaning schedule to clean and disinfect common areas,
public restrooms, and community baths in the residence halls. Maintenance will clean high touch surfaces such
as door handles as needed. Residential students are required to clean and disinfect their personal spaces including
bedrooms and bathrooms daily and as needed throughout the day.

FACE COVERINGS
Policies pertaining to face coverings will continue to be monitored based
upon guidance by the local health department and the CDC and updated
as needed. Students with medical conditions and concerns about face
coverings are encouraged to talk with their primary care providers about
the best face covering options. Additionally, there is information available
online on successful strategies for managing various health conditions and
face coverings.

CLASSES
Students should follow the attendance policy and communication
guidelines contained in each course syllabi. Virtual learning through Zoom
or other platforms are not guaranteed and should not be the expectation of
students. Faculty reserve the right to require face covering regardless of vaccination status.

ON CAMPUS EVENTS
Event organizers must reserve rooms through the Events calendar to ensure that the location is available and that
occupancy requirements meet the needs of the event. Outdoor events are encouraged whenever possible but not
required. All in attendance must follow campus guidelines pertaining to face coverings.

EVENT CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS
There are currently no restrictions on event capacities set forth by the local or state guidelines. This prevention
strategy will be evaluated periodically throughout the semester based on the campus and local community response
to the pandemic. If there is a rise in positivity rates and incidence of COVID-19 in the local community and on
campus, policies could be reinstated limiting the size of social and educational events. For indoor events, organizers
are required to stay under listed room capacities as noted on the events scheduler.

RESIDENCE HALLS
At this time, Residential Life will continue implementation of a phased approach to room moves. Once students
are in their assigned room, no additional moves will occur for at least the first three weeks of school as stated in
2

the Student Handbook. After this time, room moves will be evaluated in consultation with health experts and
Residential Life staff.
Students are expected to maintain the cleanliness of their environment. Residents with suite style restrooms should
be prepared with disinfecting supplies to maintain their personal environment. Community style bathrooms will
continue to be cleaned by staff; however, students are encouraged to wipe down areas with their own supplies before
and after use.

COVID-19 SPECIFIC HEALTH REQUIREMENTS
In an effort to keep our campus community safe, William Woods University requires all students and employees to
report positive COVID-19 test results to the appropriate on-campus entity immediately upon receiving notification
of a positive result or during normal business hours by contacting Health Services at (573) 592-4222 or health.
services@williamwoods.edu.
In the event of a positive or suspected COVID-19 diagnosis, students are required to cooperate fully with the
University’s isolation and notification protocols. Detailed below are the working definitions and expectations when
dealing with COVID-19 exposure or confirmation of a positive test.
Student health information reported pursuant to this policy will be shared only with those on a need to know basis.
WWU staff will no longer conduct contact tracing investigations. It is expected that faculty, staff, and students who
test positive for COVID-19 contact those people that meet the criteria for a close contact.
Close Contact: A close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of a COVID-positive individual for 15 minutes or
more over a 24-hour period. Examples of situations that might lead to a close contact include, but are not limited to:
• Sharing space in close-proximity
• Sitting together at a table
• Sharing a room
• Extended conversation at a party or social event
• Driving in a car together

COVID-19 EXPOSURE AND ISOLATION
Students who test positive for COVID-19 are required to isolate at home if they live within the state of Missouri
or within 3 hours of campus. Those living out of state may remain in on-campus housing designated by Residential
Life. It will be the responsibility of the COVID-19 positive person to notify any close contacts within 2 days prior to
the positive test or symptoms begin.
COVID-19 Exposure:
ű If your roommate is positive, WWU strongly encourages you to get tested ASAP even without symptoms.
ű Students without symptoms CAN attend class and activities with a face covering, practicing physical
distance, and monitor for symptoms for 10 days following exposure.
Isolation: Any student who tests positive for COVID-19 regardless of vaccination status.
ű Required to isolate at home for 5 days if in the state of MO or no more than 3 hours from campus. Upon
campus return, face covering must be worn until 10 days have been completed.
ű If the student is on campus, they cannot leave their room or designated housing except in an emergency and
to pick up meals.
ű Meals can be picked up in the side food area of Tucker Dining Hall. Students should use the Text for Food
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service and pick up the food while wearing a facial covering and immediately return to their room.
ű Students in need of emergency supplies should email studentlife@williamwoods.edu. This email is
monitored and staff will be in communication to fulfill your need.
ű Isolation is a minimum of 5 days, monitoring symptoms until released by healthcare provider or WWU
representative, then wearing face covering through day 10.

TESTING
Students concerned about potential exposure or symptoms that could be related to COVID-19 should contact
Health Services (573-592-4222) for COVID-19 testing. It is encouraged that students voluntarily test if they are
concerned that they might have symptoms of COVID-19. The university could deem it necessary to implement
surveillance testing based on potential at-risk activities or infection rates of the campus and/or community.

COUNSELING AND HEALTH SERVICES
Services for students through the Counseling and Health Services will continue to be available for students with
both in-person and telehealth options. Students need to make an appointment to access services. Face coverings
are required for all individuals with illness. Scheduling of appointments for both Counseling and Health Services
will occur using the main number (573-592-4222) during business hours. (In the event of an emergency students
should use 911).

DINING SERVICES
Fresh Ideas, our food service provider, is using a mindful innovative approach to connect students and staff safely
without compromising the quality and creative fresh food experience for our students. The dining room will be open
with seating for students to use within the dining hall.
•

The Fresh Ideas app will continue to be used ordering drinks, meals and all food items from the Owl’s Nest.
Students should download the Fresh Ideas FreshX app and plan to pre-order from the Owl’s Nest. Orders will be
filled and ready when students arrive.

•

Text for Food technology will also continue for contactless ordering within the dining hall. Text ‘I am hungry’ to
(573) 279-2590.

TRAVEL
The safety of students traveling will be evaluated periodically throughout the semester based on the campus and local
community response to the pandemic as well as state and federal recommendations.

VIOLATION CONSEQUENCES
Compliance with all the University’s safety guidelines and restrictions is required and essential to the health and
wellbeing of our community.
Students not in compliance with COVID guidelines are subject to accountability such as but not limited to a
temporary suspension of their housing agreement (3 Weeks), immediate termination of residential status for the
remainder of the semester, restrictions from campus and potential academic suspension. There is no financial
refund for a student under these circumstances.
Violations will be handled by the Office of Residential Life and Campus Safety. As the consequences are covered
within this specific policy they will be referred without a hearing, similar to pet and fire safety violations. Appeals
must be made in writing to the Dean of Student Life within 48 hours of the decision. Please see the student
handbook for more information on judicial procedures, including appeals.
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RELATED/SUPPORTING UNIVERSITY DOCUMENTS:
Student Handbookhttps://www.williamwoods.edu/student_experience/undergraduate_student_experience/student_handbook.pdf
Academic Policies Standard of Student Responsibilityhttps://www.williamwoods.edu/catalog/policy_detail.aspx?id=81
Academic Policies Statement of Conducthttps://www.williamwoods.edu/catalog/policy_detail.aspx?id=35

This document will be updated as new information and guidance becomes available.
Last updated: August 22, 2022
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