
 

  

Annual Assessment Report 

Paralegal Studies 

 

Peggy Nickerson and Cynthia Kramer 

 

Program Mission: The Paralegal Studies program is professions-oriented and will 

prepare students to enter the paralegal profession immediately after 

graduation.  Students receive ethical, substantive and practical skills (legal 

research, legal writing, communication both oral and written, investigation, 

document drafting and more) and a foundation of knowledge in the law in 

order to perform a myriad of duties assisting the lawyer in the practice of law, 

or in law-related public and private organizations. 



   

  

Annual Assessment Report 

Program Profile 

 

 2012-2013 2013-2014 

Majors (on campus) 4 3 

Majors (off campus) 11 11 

Concentrations (Add 

Rows if needed) 

NA NA 

Full Time Faculty 2 2 

Part Time Faculty 1 1 

 

Program Delivery (HLC 3A3) 

 

Traditional on-campus _____X_______ 

Online Program __not assessed in this document____ 

Evening Cohort __discontinued, not assessed_ 

 

Analysis: Program goals for student retention, persistence and degree completion are? 

How does the program see the current enrollments trends within the program, could 

they be improved?  

We have no goals for retention, persistence and degree completion as our program 

does not appeal to most freshman, so we have few freshman who begin as this major.  

We attract students generally during their sophomore or junior years and then have 

few issues with persistence or degree completion.   

Current enrollment trends are impacted by the economic climate in the US which is 

actually a good thing for paralegals as the trend is showing that law firms are hiring 

paralegals over young lawyers because their time is leveraged and their salaries are 

less than what young law school graduates demand.  However, there is also a trend in 

the paralegal field that is showing that the target student is no longer traditionally-

aged, but are adults looking to enhance or to change career paths.  These factors are 

beyond our control.  However, the paralegal profession remains in the top ten 

professions predicted to grow within the next 10 years by the Department of Labor. 

 

 

Outside Accreditation: 

Is your program accredited by outside accreditor? If “yes”, name the accrediting 

agency and include the cycle for accreditation review. 



   

  

NO and YES .  The Paralegal Studies program is an institutional member of the 

American Association for Paralegal Education (AAfPE) and meets all requirements to 

remain a member.  We are not currently “approved” by the ABA (see below).  There is 

actually no such thing as “accreditation” beyond university accreditation for this 

discipline. 

Is accreditation available for your program?  

Sort of, it is NOT accreditation, but is an “approval” by a private, non-governmental 

entity (American Bar Association).  The program was “approved” in the past, but it was 

determined that the cost outweighed the benefit which is basically the permission to 

use the phrase “ABA approval” since the program meets and exceeds the 

requirements for this approval.. 

Are you making strides to attain accreditation? If no, why not? 

NO, not supported institutionally 

Program Objectives:   

 

Objective 1. Student will demonstrate through experiential learning and written and 

oral communication a basic understanding of the law and legal process by the 

application of relevant skills necessary to perform professional paralegal work. 

Assessed through legal reasoning exercises, discussion questions, final written projects 

and quizzes. 

 

Objective 2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the standards of conduct 

expected of the legal professional in general and the paralegal professional in 

particular and an awareness of ethical, moral, and social issues that contain legal 

implication.  Assessed through legal reasoning exercises, discussion questions, final 

written projects and quizzed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  

Program Objectives Matrix (from most recent Assessment Plan) 

 

 Objective 1 Objective 2 

LGS110 American Legal System 
I  

LGS306 Civil Practice R  

LGS309 Ethics and the Law Office  I  A 

LGS315 Family Law M   A R 

LGS324 Administrative and Federal 

Law 
R I 

LGS331 Contracts and Torts R R 

LGS420 Probate and Estate Planning R R 

   

LGS 207 Fund of Legal Research & 

Writing 
R  

LGS 217 Electronic Legal Research R  

LGS 305Criminal Law R R 

LGS 318 Criminal Practice R R 

LGS 320 Evidence R R 

LGE 321 Evidence and Fact 

Gathering 
R R 

LGS 328 ADR & Business Organizations R R 

LGS 329 Conflict & Dispute Resolution R R 

LGS 445 Constitutional Law M M 

LGS446 Constitutional Issues M M 

LGS390 Internship I M M 

LGS415 Senior Seminar M   A M   A 

LGS450 Capstone and Practicum M   A M   A 

 

I=Introduced  R= Reinforced  M=Mastered 

 A=Assessed 

 

Assessment of Program Objectives 

 

Objective 1  Student will demonstrate through experiential learning 

and written and oral communication a basic 



   

  

 understanding of the law and legal process by the 

application of relevant skills necessary to perform 

professional paralegal work. Assessed through legal 

reasoning exercises, discussion questions, final written 

projects and quizzes.  

Methods Senior Seminar: LGS415: major research paper  

Assessment day: Advocacy Based Case Studies 

Family Law LGS315: Case File preparation project (PBL) 

(Dissolution of Marriage client file) 

Benchmark LGS 315: 80 % of students correctly prepare a Case File 

project (Problem-based Learning) and obtain an 80% or 

higher score 

LGS 415:  80% of students will obtain an 80% or higher score 

on the Major Research paper.  

Assessment Day: Advocacy Based Case Studies- 80% of 

students will obtain an 80% or higher score 

Data Collected 

(course specific) 

 Explain the specific assignment/portfolio/case study… 

used for assessment from course content. Identify the total 

number of students in the assessment. Refer to specific 

Rubric if possible and attach to the report. 

See Exhibit 1 regarding LGS415 Research Paper assignment 

See Exhibit 2 for LGS315  Dissolution of Marriage Case File 

project (Problem-based Learning) 

Data Collected 

(Assessment Day, 

external tests, 

Senior 

Achievement) 

 Explain the activities used out of class for assessment of 

the objective. Identify the total number of students in the 

assessment and how the information is collected. 

See Exhibit 3:  Assessment Day Case Studies.  There were 3 

case studies, one was a video of an actual arrest in Fulton; 

one was a news clip video; and one was a written case 

study.  Students were grouped by major for the videos for 

analysis and did the written case study individually. 



   

  

There were 0 PLG majors that participated.  (Information 

was collected in writing as each group turned in a written 

analysis with individual student names and each individual 

assignment was turned in at the end of the assessment.  A 

rubric was used for the assessment.) 

Results/Outcomes  Results from various assessment activities articulated here 

in relation to the faculty proposed benchmarks. Please 

include all assessment information that was identified in 

the initial Assessment plan. In class assessments and out of 

class assessments need to both be included in this section. 

Also note any disparities in student success compared to 

the benchmark. 

Not applicable—no PLG majors assessed 

Proposed 

changes to the 

assessment 

process 

Discuss the Assessment Process, how did the data 

collection go? Do faculty need to modify assignments 

used for assessment, any changes made to Assessment 

Day activities. This section is on the Assessment Process, not 

the results. Do faculty need to work on rubrics, modify 

objectives, realign courses…  

No, no changes at this time. 

Budget needs 

related to the 

objective? 

Are there any budget needs for the program to make the 

assessment more effective? 

 

NO 

 

 

Objective 2  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the standards of 

conduct expected of the legal professional in general and 

the paralegal professional in particular and an awareness 

of ethical, moral, and social issues that contain legal 

implication.  Assessed through legal reasoning exercises, 



   

  

discussion questions, final written projects and quizzed. 

Methods LGS415: research paper  

Assessment day: Advocacy Based Case Studies  

Benchmark Assessment Day:  80 % of students will respond accurately 

to the case studies by identifying the ethical question and 

identifying the response.  

LGS415/450 80% of students will appropriately identify the 

ethical issues in the research project with legal 

implications.  

Data Collected 

(course specific) 

 Explain the specific assignment/portfolio/case study… 

used for assessment from course content. Identify the total 

number of students in the assessment. Refer to specific 

Rubric if possible and attach to the report. 

Refer to Objective 1 above please 

0 PLG students 

Data Collected 

(Assessment Day, 

external tests, 

Senior 

Achievement) 

 Explain the activities used out of class for assessment of 

the objective. Identify the total number of students in the 

assessment and how the information is collected. 

See Objective 1 response above 

0 students 

Results/Outcomes  Results from various assessment activities articulated here 

in relation to the faculty proposed benchmarks. Please 

include all assessment information that was identified in 

the initial Assessment plan. In class assessments and out of 

class assessments need to both be included in this section. 

Also note any disparities in student success compared to 

the benchmark. 

NONE 

Proposed 

changes to the 

Discuss the Assessment Process, how did the data 

collection go? Do faculty need to modify assignments 



   

  

assessment 

process 

used for assessment, any changes made to Assessment 

Day activities. This section is on the Assessment Process, not 

the results. Do faculty need to work on rubrics, modify 

objectives, realign courses…  

 

NONE 

Budget needs 

related to the 

objective? 

Are there any budget needs for the program to make the 

assessment more effective? 

NONE 

 

 

 

 

Attach Rubrics and or other explanatory documents pertaining to program assessment 

discussed in the chart to the report (portfolio guidelines, assignment sheet) 

Analysis of Assessment: 

What concerns do you have about the data provided? In the results of the 

assessment, what worked and what did not work? Does the data represent an 

identifiable trend in the level of activity/ achievement/ accomplishment? Does the 

data represent an acceptable level of activity/accomplishment/achievement given 

our mission and values? (HLC 4B1). 

We believe the data does represent an acceptable level of 

activity/accomplishment/achievement given our mission and values.  Our concern 

with the data is the fact that there are different levels of familiarity with the material 

because we are assessing students that may be new to the major as in freshman along 

side seniors who have taken all the coursework. 

 

Analysis of the Assessment Process (Empirical & Non-Empirical) (HLC4B3) 

Describe your assessment process; clearly articulate how the program is using course 

work and or assessment day activities for program assessment. Note any changes that 

occurred to that process since the previous year. Discuss what activities were 



   

  

successful at assessment and which ones were not as helpful and why. Please include 

who met to discuss the changes (unless you are a program of one person) and when 

you met. – Include a discussion on the process for collection and analysis of program 

data. 

As is set forth in the program objectives matrix, we are incorporating the assessment of 

each objective at different levels within each course.  The introduction and master 

courses include case studies and writing assignments that cover the program 

objectives at the appropriate skill level.  The courses which are designated as “master” 

include case studies similar to the one used for assessment day.  The LGS 415 paper is 

unique in its requirements although papers required in other classes contain 

components of the requirements of the LGS 415 paper, for example using proper legal 

analysis as an analysis framework. 

 

Program Changes Based on Assessment: 

This section requires that you review the previous year’s annual assessment and 

determine whether the actions suggested were implemented and to what affect 

those actions had on student learning from data you collected.  Changes can be: 

course rotation, assessment activities, and assignment changes… Also indicate 

changes you made to the program outside of data collection and why. How did 

those changes impact the student results? 

We have changed our program objectives each year since we began the assessment 

process in an attempt to articulate them in a clear manner that allows for data 

collection on assessment.  It is our intention to change them again for the 2014-15 

Academic Year.   However, the Paralegal Studies program is based online through the 

Online Programming so that any changes will occur there and not on the traditional 

campus. 

 

General Education Assessment:  

How do the General Education criteria align with the Program Objectives? What 

courses within your program build upon skills learned in general education courses 

(please list the program course and the general education criteria). The General 

Education areas are: Communication, Mathematics, Value, Meaning, Historical 

Perspective, Critical Thinking, Diversity, Creative and Aesthetic Sensibility, Natural 

Science and Social Science. (HLC 4B1) 



   

  

1. Communication – PLG in its mission states that communication is a key 

component.  Our program requires students to write essay exam answers and 

write numerous papers throughout the program.  Drafting and preparation of 

documents needed to allow legal disputes to process through the legal system 

is a major skill.  Student are also expected to do oral presentations in most of the 

courses as well as be able to participate in class discussion. The communication 

general education component is reinforced and expanded in all of our courses. 

2. Mathematics – Mathematics, and especially algebra and geometry are the 

basis for much legal reasoning as numerous studies have shown that these are 

forms of logic and reasoning.  So we reinforce these concepts throughout our 

courses.  In addition, understanding statistics, probabilities, predictability and 

other mathematical data processes are part of the social science underlying the 

legal field and are indispensible to students working as paralegals.  Paralegals 

are often confronted with practical mathematical problems such as property 

value, present-value of pensions, child support calculations, and more. 

3. Critical Thinking – Logic, analytical and reasoning skills are inherent in all legal 

reasoning and analysis.  Most of the textbooks that we use include critical 

thinking components. Case study and analysis utilizes the skills learned in critical 

thinking as does political analysis and is therefore reinforced in all of our 

courses. 

4. Meaning – Analyzing the meaning of events is a necessary component of legal 

reasoning and political analysis.  Students are given supplemental reading 

assignments in many of our courses, such as LGS 110 and asked to analyze the 

central theme and apply that analysis to legal or political principles.  This skill is 

also reinforced in many, if not all, of our other courses in this major, which rely on 

original written works to illustrate legal and political philosophy. 

5. Ethical Reasoning – All of our courses include an ethics component that expand 

student’s understanding of ethics.  The general education ethical reasoning 

component provides an important foundation for continuing student’s ability to 

recognize and address the ethical aspects inherent in law.  Paralegals adhere to 

the same codes of ethical conduct as do lawyers and all courses contain a 

ethical component. 

6. Historical Perspective – Both law and politics operate within an historical context.  

Student’s understanding of the time within which a specific legal or political 

action occurred, and ability to recognize similar modern patterns is vital to each 

of our classes. 

7. Fine Arts – Legal and political reasoning is focused on logic and working within 

systems that can sometimes appear rigid.  It is important to the long term 

success of our students that they develop “right brain” abilities regarding 

creativity to allow for problem solving outside the box.  Most of our classes 

challenge students to see a case or problem from a variety of perspectives and 

to look for creative solutions or ways to achieve a specific legal or political 

result.  Courses such as LGS 329 Conflict  & Dispute Resolution rely heavily on the 

type of creative thinking engendered by courses in the fine arts.  (A specific 



   

  

example is that many paralegals will be involved in property valuation—estates, 

contracts, sales, domestic relations, etc..  They must be able to recognize the 

value of a piece of art by Salvador Dali compared to a velvet portrait of Elvis!) 

8. Natural Science – The systematic process developed in the natural science 

general education courses is extremely valuable to students in both law and 

politics.  Political Science, as a social science, uses the same methodology, so 

this area of general education is an important tool for providing a foundation for 

further study in courses such as LGS 105 Politics and Government.  In addition, 

this area of general education is important in development of process which are 

similar to the types of structuring done in law when building a case and 

analyzing evidence. 

9. Social Sciences – This major is in the Division of Social Science so this is self-

explanatory. 

10. Diversity – Success in both law and politics depends on an understanding of 

various cultures, traditions and values.  Courses such as LGS 302 American 

Jurisprudence and LGS 329 Conflict and Dispute Resolution devote substantial 

time to these issues, but all of the courses touch on diversity questions. 

 

 

 

Program Activities: 

Student Performance Day Activities (Assessment Day): 

Describe the department assessment day activities. Please articulate the nature of the 

assessments are conducted, explain the process for assessment that happens on these 

two days.  Include the schedule of assessment day for your program. What does the 

data and outcomes tell you? What changes will you make as a result of the data? 

What areas are successful for the program?   

We do a video and discussion on proper professional attire and behavior in the legal 

workplace as well as for law-related interviews.  We also do a case study (see 

attached).  We have also given the students the CLA (Certified Legal Assistant exam) 

in regard to general legal knowledge and legal reasoning although we are not 

currently using it for assessment purposes. 

The data has generally informed us that we are meeting a reasonable level of 

proficiency. 

See attached. 

 



   

  

Senior Achievement Day Presentations: 

Describe program Senior Achievement Day activities? What benefit does the program 

gain from the activities? What if any assessment of students happens on this day? 

What changes if any will occur due to what is learned by faculty on Senior 

Achievement Day’s?  

Our Senior Achievement Day activities include the oral presentation of the senior 

seminar research paper.  We believe that this is important as students in this field will 

be expected to orally present research findings, whether as part of law or politics, both 

in their professional life and in graduate/professional school.   

This year we have not identified any changes that need to be made. We have made 

changes to the Senior Seminar class in past years as a result of this process. 

 

Service Learning Activities: 

How is service learning infused in the coursework within your department?  Is service or 

community engagement in the program mission? Describe the Service Learning 

Activities that your students and department engaged in this past year. How did the 

activities improve student learning? How did the activities benefit the community?  

None 

Program Sponsored LEAD Events: 

Highlight lead events sponsored by program faculty that are connected to program or 

general education objectives for the past academic year.   Include a total number of 

lead events program faculty sponsored. 

We sponsor numerous LEAD events during the year.  This year we sponsored several 

law school admissions representatives to talk about law school and law school 

admissions.  We also invited a former CIA Analyst to discuss the Constitutional 

questions surrounding the NSA domestic surveillance program.  We also sponsored a 

Constitutional forum on Supreme Court decisions from last term, as well as a voter 

registration presentation. 

 

Student Accomplishments: 

Highlight special examples of student successes in the field (academic: mentor-

mentee, conference presentations, competitive internship, journal acceptance; extra-

curricular: horse show championship, art exhibit). This is for any accomplishments that 



   

  

a student achieved outside of course work or the normal expectations of student 

success. 

 

None 

Faculty Accomplishments: 

Highlight any faculty accomplishments that supersede the normal expectations of 

program faculty. (Examples: journal acceptance, presentation at a national 

conference, off campus art show exhibit or other community/professional honor) 

None 

Alumni (Recent Graduates) Accomplishments (past year graduating class): 

Results of Alumni survey and how well the program prepared them for their profession, 

this data is collected ourselves from contact with students. We can ask the alumni 

office to share what information they have on your graduates and then provide your 

own input to the data. Discuss special honors or positions earned by recent graduates 

of the program. This can be done on survey software, facebook, or an alternative 

platform that allows the information to be collected. 

Most of our paralegal graduates either go on to law school (like Miranda Loesch) or 

are currently working as paralegals in either the private or public sector. 

Joy Henson Primoli, though not a recent graduate, was honored as the Distinguished 

Alumni this past Alumni Weekend.  She was a paralegal major, who subsequently 

attended law school and is currently a Lt. Colonel in the US Air Force, JAG, stationed in 

Afghanistan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 

LGS 415  Senior Seminar Research Paper 

 

LGS 415 SENIOR SEMINAR 

CAPSTONE RESEARCH PROJECT 

 

 

Class Objectives:  

At the conclusion of this course you will be able to: 

1) Identify and demonstrate proficiency in the objectives of your major. 

2) Understand and apply the appropriate writing criteria for producing a quality 

scholarly paper in your discipline. 



   

  

3) Conduct research for the purpose of writing a scholarly paper. 

4) Demonstrate through oral presentation competence in your major. 

Standards for Assessment: 

 

Research Paper: 

You will complete a major research project.  Your project must be “original” research.  

This means that you will develop a thesis regarding a topic related to your major area 

of study that is unique.  You may work with any of the faculty in the department to 

identify a proper topic, but you will work with Professor Kramer to develop your thesis 

and to structure your paper.  This is not a “book report” or a paper in which you 

summarize what others have written about a topic.  You will pose a unique thesis for 

your research and you will conduct research to discuss, argue and prove or disprove 

the validity of your thesis.  The quality of your work should be graduate level as this is 

your final paper that demonstrates your mastery of your field.  You should use the 

appropriate methodology depending on your major area of study. 

The research paper should be a minimum of 30 pages and a maximum of 50 pages, 

double spaced.  You will use the legal profession standard for citation as contained in 

The Bluebook.  This means that you will be using footnotes and also a Works Cited or 

Bibliography.  Your paper will have a cover, index, headings, sub-headings and be 

formatted like a law journal article.  You will be able to access resources on Owlnet as 

to format and content structure. 

In addition to your research project, you will include an addendum to your paper.  The 

addendum will be a reflective essay in which you describe how you utilized your 

coursework to chose and approach your research paper.  The reflective essay should 

also include a summary of your reflections about your coursework, your major area of 

study, and the relevance of specific courses to your goals and objectives.  The 

reflective paper may be written in first person.  The addendum will not be “graded” 

but failure to include the addendum will reduce your overall score on this assignment 

by 25%. 

 

Oral Presentation: 

Each semester, the University schedules a Senior Presentation Day.  You will be 

expected to present a 15-30 minute oral presentation of your research project during 

the time set aside for senior presentations.  You should not plan to read your paper.  

Rather, you will be expected to prepare an interesting summary of the highlights of 

your project and the research you conducted, as well as answer questions from 

faculty or other students.  You are encouraged to use power point, video or other 

multi-media to enhance your presentation. 

 

 



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  

 



   

  

EXHIBIT 2 

Problem-Based Learning 

LGS 315  FAMILY LAW  DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE CASE FILE 

CLENT FILE DRAFTING PROJECT 

Family Law Checklist 

The following documents should be drafted and placed in the client “file”.  Your “Boss” 

and/or  “Court Clerk” (instructor) will provide a “file” for you to use.   

Please make 2 copies of each document…one to turn in for the “Court Clerk” to 

correct and the other for your records (don’t forget to ‘save”!).    

YOU MAY BE REQUIRED TO REVISE AND RESUBMIT  

THE CORRECTED DOCUMENT!   

This is modeling of real life legal work when documents may go through many revisions 

before being filed with the Court. 

When the “Court Clerk” and/or “Boss” finally approve your drafting, make a final copy 

to place in your “file”.  Also, save a copy on your “jump drive” or other external 

storage device.  These documents will serve as “artifacts” for assessment purposes. 

 

David and Marie 

 

Problem Based Learning Problem 

Stage One  

 

Note:  This is a hypothetical case and not based upon any particular individual 

marital situation or actual persons. 

  

HINT:  You may want to use the “Family History” form from the text to begin 

gathering information from this “David & Marie” case problem. 

 

 

 

 



   

  

Stage One: 

 

David and Marie Jones were married on May 15,  2005, in Fulton, Missouri.  Marie 

was born on September 7, 1985.  Her birth name is Rogers.  David was born on 

October 3, 1984  Both parties were born in Fulton and were raised as devout 

Catholics.  David no longer practices his religion, but Marie is very active in her 

local church, St. Peter’s.   The children often attend Mass with her and this is a 

source of great tension between the parties. 

 

David and Marie were high school sweethearts.  After graduation from high school, 

Marie remained at home.  She worked as a cashier at the local Casey’s store and 

attended beauty school at the Hart Vo-Tech School in Mexico, Missouri.  She was 

unable to complete her course of study because her mother became ill and she 

had to help care for her.  David went off to the University of Missouri to study 

mathematics. 

 

David and Marie planned to get married following David’s graduation from 

college, and they continued to see each other during his school vacations.  During 

David’s senior year, he wrote to Marie and told her that he wanted to date other 

women.  Marie was devastated.  During spring break, they saw each other, had 

sexual relations and  Marie became pregnant. 

 

As a result of the pregnancy, the parties decided to get married.  At the time, 

David thought that was what he wanted, but now in retrospect, he feels as if he 

had no choice.  The wedding was held shortly after David’s graduation  on May 15, 

2005 and their son, Jon, was born on December 12, xxxx. A second son, Charles, 

was born on May 12, xxxx, and a daughter, Megan, was born on June 16, xxxx 

 

Since their marriage, David has been employed as a math teacher at the Fulton 

Middle School.  Initially, he had hoped to begin working on his master’s degree in 

mathematics following graduation, while Marie continued at her cashier’s job, but 

the parties decided it was important for Marie to remain home with Jon.  

Accordingly, to his great disappointment, he was unable to pursue his educational 

plans. 

 

David earns $40,000 per year from his teaching job and his family is covered on his 

health insurance plan through the school.  He also does odd jobs for people during 

the summers and on weekends and earns roughly an additional $8000 per year 

from this work.  He is paid under the table for the odd jobs and couple has never 

declared this income.  He is a good provider and a devoted father to his two sons, 

however, as discussed below, he has had difficulty relating to his daughter. 

 

Since the birth of Jon, Marie has not been employed outside of the home.  She 

maintains the house and is the primary caretaker of the children.  She also sells 



   

  

Tupperware and Arbonne and earns approximately $3500 per year from the sales.  

Historically she has been a very devoted and caring mother, but, as discussed 

below, she has had some difficulties since the birth of Megan. 

 

Megan was an unplanned pregnancy.  The parties had agreed not to have any 

more children.  At the time Marie became pregnant with Megan, David had been 

accepted into a master’s of education program at William Woods University and 

Marie was going to return to work to help support the family.  The plan was that 

when David completed his degree, he would then support Marie through beauty 

school or possibly college. 

 

David believes that Marie got pregnant deliberately by failing to use birth control.  

He thinks she was trying to sabotage his plans to return to school.  David wanted 

Marie to have an abortion, but she refused.  This was a major crisis in their 

relationship, and during the pregnancy, the marriage began to fall apart.  David 

became increasingly angry that once again, he would have to defer his 

educational plans because of Marie’s pregnancy. 

 

David is very bitter about the birth of Megan.  According to Marie, he has not 

bonded with Megan and his interaction with her has been minimal.  David 

acknowledges that he as difficulties with Megan, but says that he has been 

working on the relationship and says that he never really bonded with his sons 

when they were very young.  It is clear, however, that since her birth he has spent 

much less time at home, although he continues to engage in weekend activities 

with the boys. 

 

Since Megan’s birth, Marie has experienced several bouts of depression.  The birth 

of her daughter triggered memories of having been sexually abused as a child by 

an uncle from Jefferson City, Missouri.  She has been hospitalized twice and is 

seeing a therapist regularly.  She gained about 50 pounds during her pregnancy 

and has gained another 30 pounds since giving birth.  Also, according to David, 

she has begun to drink heavily and has neglected the home and the children.  On 

several occasions, a neighbor has found Megan wandering around the 

neighborhood in her little walker. 

 

According to Marie, David has become verbally abusive and she states that he 

has hit her on a few occasions.  David denies hitting her, but acknowledges that 

he may have sounded “gruff” on a few occasions. 

 

According to David, Marie has completely closed herself off to any support from 

him.  He acknowledges feeling overwhelmed by her problems and trapped.  This is 

particularly painful for him because he saw his parents weighed down by the 

responsibilities of many children and vowed this would not happen to him. 

 



   

  

Megan is developmentally delayed.  No one is quite sure why, but her pediatrician 

speculates that it may be related to the problems at home.  A specialized 

playgroup has been recommended but David and Marie have not followed 

through with the recommendation.  The pediatrician has struggled with whether 

make a Hot-Line call for abuse and neglect with the Department of Social Services, 

but so far has opted against doing this. 

 

At age 14, Jon was caught shoplifting from the Super Walmart store.  David and 

Marie also learned recently that Jon and several other boys have been gathering 

at a friend’s house after school to watch pornographic movies that an older 

neighbor rents for them.  There is some concern that they may also have involved 

some younger neighborhood children in this activity.  Each parent blames the 

other for Jon’s behavior.  Jon is a junior (16) at Fulton High School.  His grades are 

fair, but he isn’t sure what he wants to do after graduation.  He thinks he might 

want to attend the Tech Center in Mexico, Missouri which has a robotics program 

from Linn Tech and an associate’s degree program from Moberly Area Community 

College.   

 

Things seemed to reach the breaking point, and on January 1, 2012, David moved 

out of the house.  He has refused to go to any kind of counseling with Marie.  

 

 

HINT:   Use this information to complete the Statement of Income and Statement of 

Property  

Stage Two: 

 

Since moving out, David has seen the boys on a regular basis and has spent a little bit 

of time with Megan.  According to him, the house has become a pigsty, and on 

several occasions when he came to pick up the boys, the children were filthy and 

there was no food in the home.  He also says that he smelled alcohol on Marie’s 

breath. 

 

Marie acknowledges that since Megan’s birth she has had some difficulty caring for 

the home and the children on her own, but says she is not neglectful.  She also says 

that on one occasion when David came to pick up the children, he pushed her 

against the wall and threatened to choke her if she did not get her act together.  



   

  

David does not deny pushing her, but does deny choking her. He says that he did this 

out of a desperate need to try to get through to Marie. 

 

Since his departure, David has been dating a co-worker.  Marie suspects he began 

seeing her when Marie became pregnant, but David denies this.  The woman is also a 

teacher and has a master’s degree in English and is working on a PhD in Comparative 

Literature at UMC.  She loves children but does not have any of her own.  At the end 

of the current semester, she and David are planning to move in together. 

 

With respect to the assets, the parties have very little.  They own a small townhouse.  

They paid $140,000 for it after their marriage with a $20,000 down payment.  The 

condo is now worth about $145,000, although the real estate market in Fulton has 

been depressed.  They owe about $118,000 on the mortgage.  The money for the 

down payment came from wedding presents and an insurance settlement from a car 

accident Marie had been in.  They have about $1,800 in a savings account and owe 

about $3,500 in credit card debts.  David has about $9,000 in his teacher’s retirement 

account.  They own basic household furnishings worth about  $3,500 and two old cars, 

a 1999 Ford Taurus station wagon, and a 1998 Chevy pick-up truck (just a standard 

pick-up), both of which are paid for. 

 

 

Family Law Checklist Of Contents In Case File—Grading Sheet 

 

Jones v. Jones 

_____    Case coversheet required by Court 

 

_____    Family History Worksheet or New Client Questionnaire 

 

_____  Petition for Dissolution 

 

_____ Answer to Petition 



   

  

 

_____ Statements of Income and Property/Assets Liabilities 

 

_____ Parenting Plan  

 

_____ Form 14  support  

_____ Interrogatories 

 

_____ Responses to Interrogatories 

 

_____ Separation Agreement 

 

_____ Order and Decree of Dissolution (incorporating Separation  

   Agreement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  

EXHIBIT 3 

 

 

ASSESSMENT DAY ACTIVITIES 

 

 Name________________________________ 

 

ASSESSMENT FOR CASE STUDY 

Student Performance Day 

03/05/2014 

 

Directions: 

 

You will be completing three case studies.  One case study must be done by yourself.  

Two case studies will be done in groups with other students.  However, for each case 

study, you must complete the information below. 

 

 

New Jersey Teen sues parents – Entire Group 

 

Issue(s): 

 

 

Rule(s): 

 

 

Analysis: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 

 

 



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criminal arrest video – Groups by majors. 

 

Issue(s): 

 

 

Rule(s): 

 

 

Analysis: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K-Mart case study handout – Individual 

 

Issue(s): 

 

 

Rule(s): 

 

 

Analysis: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 

  



   

  
 



   

  

 

 

  

 

 

Student Performance Day Rubric  

Case Study 

Political/Legal Studies 

  

Poor/Incomp

2408388

Poor

F equivalent

0
 

0 pts F 

equivalent  

2408389

Fair

D equivalent

1

Fair 

1 pts D 

equivalent  

2408390

Average

C equivalent

2

Partially Prof. 

2 pts C 

equivalent  

2408391

Good

B equivalent

3

Proficient 

3 pts B 

equivalent  

2408392

Exemplary

A equivalent

4

Exemplary 

4 pts A 

equivalent  

 

Issue and Precedent  

Identification  

Identify the legal 

issues in the cases  

Objective 1

2408393

Identifies & unders
 

 

Identifies & 

understands 

none of the 

issues in the 

case study 

2408394

Identifies & unders
 

 

Identifies & 

understands 

few of the 

main issues in 

the case study 

2408395

Identifies & unders
 

 

Identifies & 

understands 

some of the 

main issues in 

the case study 

2408396

Identifies & unders
 

 

Identifies & 

understands 

most of the 

main issues in 

the case study 

2408397

Identifies & unders
 

 

Identifies & 

understands 

all of the main 

issues in the 

case study  
 

Laws and 

Precedents  

Identify the laws 

and legal 

precedents that are 

best for the legal 

issues  

Objective 1, 2 & 3

Identifies & 

demonstrates 

understands 

none of laws 

and legal 

precedents for 

the case study 

2408399

Identifies & 

demonstrates 

understands 

few of laws 

and legal 

precedents for 

the case study 

2408400

Identifies & 

demonstrates 

understands 

some of laws 

and legal 

precedents for 

the case study 

2408401

Identifies & 

demonstrates 

understands 

most of laws 

and legal 

precedents for 

the case study 

2408402

Identifies & 

demonstrates 

understands 

all of laws and 

legal 

precedents for 

the case study  

 



   

  

2408398

Identifies & demon
 

Identifies & demon
 

Identifies & demon
 

Identifies & demon
 

Identifies & demon
 

Analysis of Issues  

Explain why the 

precedents pertain 

to this issue  

Objective 2 & 3

2408403

Was not able to a
 

Was not able 

to analyze the 

issues against 

the laws and 

precedents 

2408404

Marginal analysis 
 

Marginal 

analysis of the 

issues against 

the laws and 

precedents 

2408405

Somewhat thoroug
 

Somewhat 

thorough 

analysis of the 

issues against 

the laws and 

precedents 

2408406

Pretty thorough an
 

Pretty 

thorough 

analysis of the 

issues against 

the laws and 

precedents 

2408407

Very thorough and
 

Very thorough 

and insightful 

analysis of the 

issues against 

the laws and 

precedents  

 

 

 

 

Decisions  

Decision  

Based upon the 

precedent and the 

issues, determine 

who should be the 

prevailing party in 

each of the cases 

and explain why.  

Objective 2 & 3

2408408

Did not make a de
 

Did not make 

a decision 

based on the 

issues and 

precedent, and 

did not defend 

the case 

2408409

Either decision wa
 

Either 

decision was 

not clear, or 

the decision 

was made 

without basis 

2408410

Somewhat clearly
 

Somewhat 

clearly made a 

decision based 

on the issues 

and precedent 

2408411

Pretty clearly mad
 

Pretty clearly 

made a 

decision based 

on the issues 

and precedent 

2408412

Clearly made a de
 

Clearly made 

a decision 

based on the 

issues and 

precedent  

 

Reason for 

Decision  

Was able to 

communicate 

logically why they 

decided the winner 

in the case. 

Did not 

defend the 

case 

2408414

The explanation fo
 

The 

explanation 

for the case 

has many 

faults. 

2408415

Somewhat 

thoroughly 

and logically 

explained 

decision in the 

case. 

2408416

Pretty 

thoroughly 

and logically 

explained 

decision in the 

case. 

2408417

Thoroughly 

and logically 

explained 

decision in the 

case.   



   

  

Objective 1, 2 & 3 

2408413

Did not defend the
 

Somewhat thoroug
 

Pretty thoroughly 
 

Thoroughly and lo
 

Opposing Opinion  

Based on the 

precedent and 

issues, discuss any 

reasons why the 

opposing party 

may prevail when 

this case goes to 

court.  

Objective 1, 2 & 3 

 

 

2408418

Did not discuss th
 

Did not 

discuss the 

opposing 

opinion in the 

case 

2408419

The explanation fo
 

The 

explanation 

for the 

opposing 

opinion has 

many faults. 

2408420

Somewhat thoroug
 

Somewhat 

thoroughly 

and logically 

explained the 

opposing 

opinion in the 

case. 

2408421

Pretty thoroughly 
 

Pretty 

thoroughly 

and logically 

explained the 

opposing 

opinion in the 

case. 

2408422

Thoroughly and lo
 

Thoroughly 

and logically 

explained the 

opposing 

opinion in the 

case.  

 

Variables  

Identifying 

Variable  

What is missing 

from the case  

Objective 1, 2 & 3

2408423

Identifies & unders
 

Identifies & 

understands 

none of the 

variable in the 

case study 

2408424

Identifies & unders
 

Identifies & 

understands 

few of the 

main variable 

in the case 

study 

2408425

Identifies & unders
 

Identifies & 

understands 

some of the 

main variable 

in the case 

study 

2408426

Identifies & unders
 

Identifies & 

understands 

most of the 

main variable 

in the case 

study 

2408427

Identifies & unders
 

Identifies & 

understands 

all of the main 

variable in the 

case study  
 

Importance of 

Variable  

Why is the missing 

information 

Did not 

discuss the 

variables 

importance 

Marginally 

discusses why 

the variable 

were 

Somewhat 

clearly discuss 

why the 

variables were 

Pretty clearly 

discuss why 

the variables 

were 

Clearly 

discuss why 

the variables 

were 

 



   

  

important  

Objective 3

2408428

Did not discuss th
 

2408429

Marginally discuss
 

important in 

solving the 

case 

2408430

Somewhat clearly
 

important in 

solving the 

case study 

2408431

Pretty clearly disc
 

important in 

solving the 

case study 

2408432

Clearly discuss w
 

important in 

solving the 

case study  

Analysis of 

Variable  

As a variable, how 

does the missing 

information affect 

the cases  

Objective 2 & 3

2408433

Did not analyze ho
 

Did not 

analyze how 

how the 

variable could 

affect the 

outcome 

2408434

Marginal analyze 
 

Marginal 

analyze how 

the variable 

could affect 

the outcome 

2408435

Somewhat  thorou
 

Somewhat 

thorough 

analyze how 

the variable 

could affect 

the outcome 

2408436

Pretty thorough an
 

Pretty 

thorough 

analyze how 

the variable 

could affect 

the outcome 

2408437

Very thorough and
 

Very thorough 

and insightful 

analyze how 

the variable 

could affect 

the outcome   

Political/Legal Studies Objectives: 

1. Students will define, describe and document a basic understanding of the American legal and 

political system philosophies; major theories; concepts; and methodologies. 

2. Students will demonstrate, both orally and in writing, the ability to analyze legal and political issues 

through utilization of major theories and concepts; methods of analysis; and research. 

3.  Students will demonstrate, both orally and in writing, the ability to exercise critical judgment 

through analyzing, constructing and evaluating advocacy-based arguments concerning legal and 

political issues. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



   

  

Assessment Rubric 

Annual Assessment Report 
Assessment 

Component 

Assessment 

Reflects Best 

Practices 

Assessment Meets 

the Expectations 

of the University 

Assessment 

Needs 

Development 

Assessment is 

Inadequate 

Comments: 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 Posted 

measurable 

program 

learning 

outcomes 

(objectives)  

 All 

outcomes 

are 

developed 

and include 

a mix of 

assessment 

measures. 

 Measurable 

program learning 

outcomes.  

 Learning 

outcomes are 

clearly 

articulated.  

 Program 

learning 

outcomes have 

been identified 

and are 

somewhat 

measurable 

 

 Program 

learning 

outcomes are 

not clear or 

measurable 

Created new 

objectives to use 

14-15 academic 

year.  

Assessment 

Measures 

 Multiple 

measures 

are used to 

assess a 

student-

learning 

outcomes. 

 Rubrics or 

guides used 

are 

provided.  

 All 

measureme

nts are 

clearly 

described. 

 Specific 

measures are 

clearly identified 

 Measures relate 

to program 

learning 

outcomes.  

 Measures can 

provide useful 

information 

about student 

learning.  

 

 Some 

measurements 

are described, 

but need further 

description. 

 Assessment 

measures do 

not connect 

to learning 

outcomes 

(objectives).  

 Assessment 

measures are 

not clear. 

 No 

assessment 

measures are 

established. 

 They are 

identified but 

not produced 



   

  

Assessment 

Results 

 All learning 

outcomes 

are 

assessed 

annually; or 

a rotation 

schedule is 

provided. 

 Data are 

collected 

and 

analyzed to 

evaluate 

prior 

actions to 

improve 

student 

learning.  

 Standards 

for 

performanc

e and gaps 

in student 

learning are 

clearly 

identified. 

 A majority of 

learning 

outcomes 

assessed 

annually. 

 Data collected 

and aggregated 

are linked to 

specific learning 

outcome(s). 

 Data are 

aggregated in a 

meaningful way 

that the average 

reader can 

understand. 

 Standards for 

student 

performance and 

gaps in student 

learning are 

recognized. 

 Data collected 

and aggregated 

for at least one 

learning outcome 

(objectives). 

 Data collection is 

incomplete  

 Standards for 

student 

performance and 

gaps in student 

learning are not 

identified. 

 Learning 

outcomes are 

not routinely 

assessed. 

 Routine data 

is not 

collected. 

 N/A 

Program is 

too new to 

have 

collected 

assessment 

data. 

There was no 

data collected for 

the assessment  

 

 

 

Assessment 

Component 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Reflects Best 

Practices 

 

 

 

Assessment meets 

the expectations 

of the University 

 

 

 

Assessment needs 

Development 

 

 

 

Assessment is 

Inadequate 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Faculty 

Analysis and 

Conclusions 

 All faculty 

within the 

program 

synthesize 

the results 

from 

various 

assessment 

measures to 

form 

 Program faculty 

receive annual 

assessment 

results and meet 

to discuss 

assessment 

results.  

 Specific 

conclusions 

about student 

 Some program 

faculty receive 

annual 

assessment 

results 

 Faculty input 

about results is 

sought 

 Faculty 

input is not 

sought. 

 Conclusions 

about 

student 

learning are 

not 

identified. 

 N/A 

 There was no 

data to discuss 



   

  

conclusions 

about each 

learning 

outcome. 

 Includes 

input from 

adjunct 

faculty. 

 Includes 

input from 

outside 

consultant. 

learning are 

made based on 

the available 

assessment 

results. 

Program 

recently 

started or 

too few 

graduates to 

suggest any 

changes. 

Actions to 

Improve 

Learning and 

Assessment 

 A 

comprehen

sive 

understand

ing of the 

program’s 

assessment 

plan and 

suggestions 

for 

improveme

nt. 

 Clearly 

stated 

adjustment

s in 

curriculum 

as a result 

of 

assessment 

data.  

 Description of 

the action to 

improve learning 

or assessment is 

specific and 

relates directly to 

faculty 

conclusions 

about areas for 

improvement.  

 Description of 

action includes a 

timetable for 

implementation 

and identifies 

who is 

responsible for 

action 

 Actions are 

realistic, with a 

good probability 

of improving 

learning or 

assessment. 

 At least one 

action to 

improve learning 

or improve 

assessment is 

identified. 

 Adjustments to 

the assessment 

plan are 

proposed but not 

clearly connected 

to data 

 Minimal 

discussion of the 

effectiveness of 

the assessment 

plan; minimal 

discussion of 

changes, if 

needed. 

 No actions 

are taken to 

improve 

student 

learning. 

 Actions 

discussed 

are not 

connected to 

data results 

or analysis. 

 N/A 

Program 

recently 

started or 

too few 

graduates to 

suggest any 

changes. 

  

 

 

Additional Comments:  

 



   

  

The program objectives, as we met and discussed, are a bit overwhelming. Program faculty created 

new objectives for the 2014-2015 academic year. The current objectives were too dense to be assessed.  

 

If there are 3 PRL students on campus how come there are no artifacts of evidence, even from 

assessment day activities. If the courses were taught this last academic year the content from students 

in that class can still be used for evidence. The course work is to be validated with the assessment day 

input so if there are some students that are non-majors in the course that is fine as you will see if the 

course is actually meeting the needs of the program. And then in the assessment day activities, you see 

student level how they are progressing through the program. I hope this helps?  

 

When no data is included in the report, it is hard to claim that the data represents an acceptable level of 

activity… this data is very different then the other 2 programs in LGS.  The assessment matrix has 

assessment happening in 4 classes but only 2 were reported in the report. There was missing data from 

LGS 309 and LGS 450. If these courses were not taught, that needs to be stated in the report. If the 

classes are not going to produce work for assessment of the program, then different courses  and 

activities need to be identified that will benefit the assessment of the program.  

 

It is important to understand that this program is different from the Political Legal Studies and the 

Legal Studies programs, meaning the reports should reflect the individuality of the programs. Some 

overlap is understandable, but there should be something that highlights the difference in the 

programs. 

 


